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SHEET 


THE FOUNDER PADRE’S 60th BIRTHDAY. 


HE thirtieth Birthday of Toc H, on December ! Ith, anticipated 
by.one day only the sixtieth birthday of its Founder Padre. 
Tubby (the Rev. P. B. Clayton, C.H., M.C.) has given just half his 
life to the cause of Toc H. lt was, of course, impossible in these 
days of restricted travel and billets to gather thousands of his 
friends and followers to celebrate the event, but the Central 
Executive of Toc H invited a few hundred, mainly of the oldest 
members, to a Birthday Party at Forty-two, Trinity Square, 
Tower Hill, Tubby’s own headquarters. Our larger photograph 
shows him blowing out the sixty candles on his birthday cake, 
the smaller is a characteristic picture of him at work in his room. 
After a buffet supper together, the company listened to a kind of 
“potted biography’ of Tubby in the form of messages or three- 
minute speeches from those who had known him at different 
periods. Among the messages were those from the Archbishop 
of York and the Bishop of Southwell; a message of congratulation 
from the King and Queen was read by the Hon. Administrator 
(W. J. Lake Lake, O.B.E.). For the last hour of the evening 
Tubby kept the company alternately in gay and serious mood by 
singing with them and reading his own message to the world- 
wide family of Toc H. : 


TOC H AT HOME 


A ROYAL MESSAGE. a 


On December |!th, 1945, the following was 
despatched to Buckingham Palace: ‘‘ Today being 
the thirtieth anniversary of the opening of Talbot 
House, Poperinghe, and tomorrow the sixtieth 
birthday of their Founder Padre, the members of 
Toc H and of Toc H (Women’s Section) are 
gathering in turn during the twenty-four hours in 
all parts of the Empire and with the Forces in 
occupied territories to observe the Toc H World 
Chain of Light. They present their humble duty 
to their Patrons, The King and The Queen, and offer 
Their Majesties their tribute of loyalty and affection 
at this time when, after the efforts of war, they are 
specially striving for the promotion of a Christian 
spirit of unity and service throughout the world.”’ 

In reply, this message was addressed to the 
Founder Padre, the Rev. P. B. Clayton: 

‘The Queen and I sincerely thank you for the 
kind and loyal message which has reached us from 
the Members of Toc H and of Toc H Women’s 
Section on thelr thirtieth anniversary, which so 
happily coincides with your birthday. 

As Patron and Patroness, we send you our 
warmest good wishes for the work of the two 
movements.”’ 


(Signed) GEORGE R.I. 


EXETER. 


A regular visitor to the Toc H Club and Hostel 
at 42, St. David's Hill, Exeter, sends the following : 


TRIBUTE TO THE STAFF OF TOC H AT EXETER. 


Men In khaki, men in blue, 

ATS and Wrens and Air Force too, 
Will remember, long years after, 
Toc H nights and happy laughter. 


Will remember Toc H tea, 
(Freshly made for you and me. 
Will remember and hold dear 
The HOMELY Toc H atmosphere. 


The friendly staff who joked with us, 
And worked so hard without a fuss. 

The decent kindly pleasant band 

Who helped to make our evenings grand. 


So, before | go away, 
In these lines I try to say: 
THANKS for all the hours of fun, 
And THANKS A LOT FOR ALL YOU'VE DONE. 


YORK. 


After nearly six years, the Toc H Services Club, 
in the old Black Swan Hotel, York, has closed. 
Sir Henry Price, of Leeds, granted the property 


free of rent to Toc H, and since its opening as a 
Services Club in February, 1940, beds for nearly 
10,000. men yearly have been provided. About a 
quarter of a million Service mem and women have 
been served with canteen meals each year. Apart 
from British soldiers, sailors and airmen, men and 
women from every Dominion and of all nationalities 
fighting on the Allied side (except Russians and 
Jugo-Slavs) have visited the Club, and many have 
come back five or six times to spend their leaves 
there. 


LONDON. 


At the Toc H Centre in Greek Street, Soho 
Square, W.], the Forty-eight Club meets regularly 
every Monday night. The members are the British 
brides of American Servicemen, and are awaiting 
passages to join their husbands in their new homes. 
The Forty-cight Club (representing the 48 States) 
came Into being largely through the efforts of Miss 
Louise Morley (daughter of Christopher Morley, of 
B.B.C.’s Transatlantic Quiz). When their husbands 
left for America, the girls used to go to the Ameri- 
can Embassy almost daily in the hope of discovering 
how soon they could cross the Atlantic. Miss 
Morley, finding them meeting on the steps, got into 
touch with Toc H, and arrangements were made 
for a room at the Toc H Centre to be put at 
their disposal. Thus the Club came into being and 
the 35 members can now bring their problems 
along for discussion and advice. There is usually a 
speaker who talks on a given subject of mutual 
interest and answers questions Amongst the 
speakers have been a Norwegian, who has become 
a naturalised American, and who spoke on natura- 
lisation ; an American Padre, on religion in America ; 
a Parliamentary Secretary, on the Parliamentary 
system of this country; and the Toc H London 
Regional Padre, on what does Toc H do. The 
Club had a riotously successful Christmas party last 
month, with the stars and stripes much in evidence 
on the Christmas Tree and cakes. 


B.B.C. 

Those who have the opportunity on a Saturday 
morning will wish to listen for a mention of Toc H 
in the B.B.C. Light Programme between 10 and 
I} a.m. on January 26th. 


LONDON. 

In aid of Toc H Services Fund, a Ball is being 
arranged at the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, W.|. 
on St. Valentine’s Day, l4th February, 1946, Par- 
ticulars from the Publicity Office, Toc H Head- 
quarters, 47, Francis Street, S.W.1. 


TOC H OVERSEAS. 


FAR EAST. 


Toc H is established in the following places in the 
Far East; in some cases Clubs have been operating 
for some time, in others, staff men are working 
with the armies of occupation. In India, at Cal- 
cutta, Deolali, Kalyan, Cochin, Madras, Kotagiri, 
Avadi, Vizagapatam, Shillong, Netherphat (near 


Ranchi), Secunderabad, Poona, Bangalore, Gum- 
minpunda, Cocanada and Nasik In Burma, at 
Rangoon, Meiktila, Kalaw, Toungoo, Prome, 
Maymyo. In Siam, at Bangkok. In Malaya, at 


Singapore, Ipoh, Lumut and Tapah and Port Dickson. 
In Sumatra, at Padang and Medan. In China, at 
Kowloon, and tn Java. 

The details of how Toc H arrived in Kowloon 
illustrate the conditions under which many of our 
Clubs in the Far East have been established, 

When the 3rd Commando Brigade arrived in 
Hong Kong on the I lth of September, Toc H Staff 
men were with them, one of whom, Taffy Davies, 
sends the following description of how the Toc H 
Club at Kowloon (mainland across from Hong 
Kong) opened: ‘‘ We had been milling around in 
various oceans for almost a month and were half- 
way co Singapore when the Jap surrender came, so 
back we went, bound for Hong Kong. The day 
after landing, | looked for a site in Kowloon for a 
Club, and after two days searching the problem 
was solved when | was given the Church Hall and 
Vicarage. | must be the first nonconformist to be 
in charge of a Vicarage! | am, as the Chinese call 
us, a member of the Lord's Navy—to wit, a Baptist, 
The Church itself had become a Garrison Church, 
after having been used as a Buddhist Temple by the 
Japanese, the priest installing himself in the Vicar- 
age. Within two days of Toc H taking over, the 
Quiet Room and Games Room were functioning 
and through the good offices of the Brigade Q.M. 
we were able to dispense free tea to all comers. 
This indispensable fluid was being sold outside at 
80 cents a cup (about 10 pence). 

‘Repairing the Hall was the next problem. The 
roof had been removed by blast, the floor was deep 
in water, mud and rubble. We gota repair squad 
of Japanese prisoners of war to work, clearing up 
the mess of their own making. Paint and dis- 
temper were provided by the Navy, R.E.M.E. fixed 
the lights, and more Jap prisoners were given 
carpentry and brick work jobs. Under the super- 
vision of a sergeant and corporal of Brigade 
Engineers, the Japs built a field kitchen and made 
a concrete drive-way up to the Hall so that we 
could bring our trucks In. Supplies were the 
next problem. Hundreds of hungry, thirsty men 
clamouring for food and tea. However, the prob- 
lem solved Itself. and by October [9th we opened 
Toc H Services Club, Kowloon, and in two hours 
were sold out! We are serving about 1,000 to 
1,500 men a night, and a considerable number In 


the afternoons. The Quiet Room is much appre- 
claced, with its deep armchairs, pictures and scarlet 
hibiscus flowers. The Chinese caretaker, his wife 
and daughter, have taken over the cleaning, and 
take a very deep interest in all phases of the Club. 
Ko, the caretaker, was here all through the occupa- 
tion. The Toc H Services Team provides most of 
the volunteers for the canteen; two of the women 
helpers are great favourites with the troops because 
of thelr irrepressible good humour and cheerful- 
ness—after 3 years 8 months in Stanley Internment 
Camp, We have been able to erect a memorial 
stone to a former member of Kowloon Toc H, 
Terence Ellacott. | found the stone under a pile 
of debris and, intrigued by the Toc H Lamp carved 
on the head, made enquiries and discovered that 
the Toc H Unit had intended to erect this stone at 
Tai Po, to commemorate Ellacott’s work of building 
a road to the Orphanage, which was a job the unit 
was doing. He, being a civil engineer, planned and 
supervised the road, and died some time after it 
was built in 1941. Before the stone could be 
erected, Hong Kong was captured. On the lOth 
of November, 1945, the Kowloon Toc H Circle 
held an unveiling ceremony, conducted by Padre 
Ogilvie (well-known in Toc H circles in Malta and 
Gibraltar, and now Naval Chaplain in Hong Kong, 
and Padre to the Toc H Circles). Kowloon Toc H 
Circle intends to keep the road in repair.” 

Further South in Sumatra, Dutch East Indies, two 
Toc H members run welfare in the 26th Division: 
Captain Bill Button (from Reading) and the Staff, 
member, Jimmy Russell (from Belfast). Writing 
in November from Padang under curfew conditions, 
Jimmy says that he first unearthed ten buried films. 
‘They were all right after a little doctoring 
(except ‘Hurricane '’—Dorothy Lamour would 
persist in running far too quick).’’ Result: cinema 
shows for 900 troops twice a week. Then he 
tracked down confiscated books and with a party 
of Lincolns waded through thousands in Dutch, 
German and Malayan, extracting 2,400 English 
books for issue to units as travelling libraries 
in boxes of 60. The fourth round of a football 
championship had been reached. 

All welfare in Padang centres on the Toc H Club. 
Coffee and sandwiches in Its canteen with 30 tables 
and 4 chairs count less than the games and library, 
but dancers, as many as 250 couples on the floor, 
are refreshed with ice-cream and iced lemon. The 
Chinese band is coming on well. Five gramophone 
concerts a week are run on old needles re-sharpened. 
Confiscated records (‘‘ at present 5,000 of them are 
being washed to remove the grime’’) are to be 
circulated among units. ‘‘ The Club was officially 
opened by the General himself, who warned the 
boys of the volcanic situation, We are wearing 
guns all the time. There can be no non-combatants 
here.” 


FOUR QUESTIONS 


WHAT IS TOC H? Many answers have been given to this question, none of them very 
satisfactory. An experiment in Christian Community. To help little teams of men to learn what it 
means to live together. To make peace, for when men know one another distrust and hate become 
impossible. To encourage men to serve their fellows and play their part as members of the com- 
munity. All these descriptions are true yet they sound abstract and lack the reality of the living 
thing. They don’t convey the warmth and encouragement of knowing you belong to a fellowship 
and can trust it completely. They can’t convey the thrill of knowing a man and discovering how 
infinitely varied men are and how valuable and worthwhile each man Is for himself alone. 


HOW DID TOC H START ?—The war of 1914-18 provided many men with the conditions 
in which they could make these discoveries. It took them from settled and apparently stable ways 
of life and flung them together regardless of background or calling. Some never got over the shock 
and just existed for the day when they could return to their safe ‘cubby hole ' again. Most got down 
to making the best of it and discovered that life had a richness and meaning they hadn't even sus- 
pected before. The ‘‘ fellowship of the trenches ’’ was a real thing to the soldier of 1914-18. They 
believed that in Ic lay the answer to most of the strife and division that characterised life at home and 
that because of it life could never sink to the same dull level again. Many hundreds found the whole 
experience made concrete in Talbot House, Poperinghe. This was a house set up to serve the needs 
of homeless men, which is what soldiers always are. Its comfort and genial hospitality, the Upper 
Room that revealed the source of the House's life and joy, all these made it a home from home for 
many men. Toc H the society Is the carry over into peace time. An attempt to recreate the fellow- 
ship of active service days because it was good, worth having and worth passing on, and because it 
was sadly missing in the home ccuntry where, for many, that war was just a distant happening. 


WHAT DOES IT DO2—Since 1919 it has brought together wherever it could in this country 
and overseas little groups of men and chalienged them with the twin ideas of Fellowship and Service. 
The Service has been as varied as the needs of the different localities where Toc H has taken root. 
Service for youth in all its branches, care fer the aged and infirm, local government, sending volun- 
teers to Leper Colonies, tiiese are only a few of the ways in which Toc H has provided service for the 
community. During the recent war it provided clubs far a now generation of serving men in all 
parts of this country and on every front overseas. 


WHAT DOES IT HOPE FO BO }~-Form its teams of men wherever it can, encouraging them 
to be loyal to the obligations of their common family life. This country will need responsible, alive 
citizens, if It is to face the tasks of the days ahead. Toc ti hopes to provide men who, knowing why 
they live, will fulfil cheir destiny. 


JACK SHAW. 


AND NOW QUARTERLY 


This NEWS SHEET has had a wide circulation as a monthly periodical. It has provided a summary 
of news about the War Services work of Toc H for many members and supporters. As this number 
shows, the Services work goes on. Not only in India, Burma and the Far East, but in Egypt, Palestine, 
Italy and Germany, there are Toc H Clubs and Houses and Services Teams, all very much alive and 
forward-looking. The needs are no less, though conditions are changing. Meanwhile, there is also 
much to be told of Toc H in “Civvy Street,” and in future this News Sheet will include what 
references it can to both spheres of work in its four pages of a quarterly issue. 

Fuller information can be gleaned from the TOC H JOURNAL published monthly and obtainable from 
Toc H Headquarters at 4/- a year, Including postage. The January issue includes a list of Branches 
and Groups at home and overseas, which will enable well-wishers to find Toc H In-their own locality 
through the Area or Hon. District Secretary. The Journal is supplied without extra charge to all 
TOC H BUILDERS, who are the “‘ outer guard ” of the membership. Information about them Is 
always gladly given by the Toc H Builders’ Secretary, Mr. Robert Sawers, at Toc H Headquarters, 
47, Francis Street, London, S.W.1I (Victoria 0354). 


News Sheet edited by Mrs. G. Nicholl, Toc H, 47, Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 
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